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During a speech to the national congress on June 2, President Alfredo Cristiani said GDP growth last
year was 3.5%. The projected rate for 1992, he added, is 4.5%. According to Cristiani, unemployment
in urban areas has declined from 10% in 1989-90 to 8% in 1991-92. Unemployment in rural areas,
he added, is non-existent. Next, the president said policies to reduce consumer price inflation have
been successful. On an annualized basis, inflation over the first four months of 1992 comes to 8%.
Several opposition politicians and trade union leaders asserted that the president had "falsified"
economic statistics. According to Ricardo Acevedo, Christian Democrat Party member and former
foreign minister, 70% of the population lives in poverty, and half of that number are victims of
absolute poverty. Mario Aguinada, of the Nationalist Democratic Union (UDN), said the president's
speech was pure propaganda. He asserted that the government's neo-liberal economic policy
program favors a "minority of business owners," while the living conditions of the vast majority
of Salvadorans have deteriorated. (Basic data from Chinese news service Xinhua, Agence FrancePresse, 06/02/92)
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